MISSION LIFE – A FIRM HOLD ON TEXAS

TEKS 4.2, 7.2

Objective – The student will explain the impact of the establishment of Catholic missions in Texas on Native Americans and the colonization of Texas.
1. VISUAL: Mission Floor Plan-Mission San Jose, San Antonio, Texas. Students will read the article The Missions of San Antonio. After they have read the article, they will be given the floor plan of Mission San Jose and asked to create four Cut Away Boxes to explain the different parts of the mission. 
Cut Away Box – These are boxes attached to a specific area by an arrow on a visual or map. The student will fill in the box with a fact about the area.
2. SIMULATION: Explain to the students that they will be assuming the roles of Native Americans living in a mission in early Texas. They will experience the rigorous life of those who were forced to make a commitment to the Spanish way of life, which included Catholicism.

3. Explain to the student that the classroom has been transformed into a mission and divided into five stations: Spanish Translation, Dormitory, Workhouse, Agriculture, and Chapel. As groups, they will rotate from station to station to experience various aspects of life in a mission for a Native American.

4. They will journal their experience in the mission by completing the “Mission Life Completion Card.” 
· Station 1 – Spanish Translation: Natives were expected to learn how to speak Spanish so the priests could communicate with them and teach them the word of God. Students will copy Spanish words over and over to experience learning the Spanish language. 
· Station 2 - Dormitory: A dormitory is where Native Americans lived. Many Natives ran away from the missions. Students will list reasons Natives had for leaving a mission.

· Station 3 – Agriculture: Natives were expected to learn to farm to provide food to eat and to sell for the Mission. Students will infer which tribes of Native Americans might have a problem with this type of lifestyle.

· Station 4 – The Workhouse: Besides farming, Natives were also taught to make items used in a mission. At this station, students will draw one or more of these items.

· Station 5 – The Chapel: Students will sit quietly with their hands folded and listen to Gregorian Chants. Catholic priests thought this would bring Native Americans closer to God.
5. Once students understand what to do at each station, they must take their “VOWS.” Explain that vows were promises that priests and missionaries made to God in the presence of the Roman Catholic Church. Although priests took many vows, they will only be asked to three vows. 
· Vow of Poverty

To symbolize this, have students place their backpacks, purses, etc and all other “worldly goods” in a designated area of the classroom. Assure students that their belongings will be returned to them at the conclusion of the activity.

· Vow of Obedience
Students will fulfill the obligations of this vow by following all the directions given by the priests (teachers) during the course of the activity. Refer to the Spanish Mission Rules.
Vow of Silence
The vow of silence will be fulfilled by having students conduct the simulation in total silence.
6. When you have completed explaining the three vows, administer them by having students recite them after you, “I vow, for the duration of the entire activity, to give up my personal possessions, to obey the rules of the ‘mission’, and to maintain total silence.”
7. While doing this, maintain a serious, strict demeanor. Allow no talking among students. It is important for students to get the impression that this is not a frivolous activity, but instead a serious attempt to allow them to experience aspects of life in a mission. Students may have difficulty maintaining their “Vow of Silence” at first, so before you begin the “experience”, explain the Spanish Mission Rules to the class. 
8. The students may begin rotating through the stations. Priests (teachers) will lead the student groups from one station to another spending approximately 3-5 minutes at each station while completing their “Mission Life” Completion Card.

Station 1 – Spanish Translation: Students will be given a list of Spanish words that they have to write over and over till they move to the next station.

Station 2 - Dormitory: Students will lie still on their backs with their hands on their stomach next to each other alternating head and feet.  There should be no talking and no moving.

Station 3 – Agriculture: The priests (teachers) will throw beans on the floor and students will pick them up till they move to the next station. Priest/teachers will constantly throw beans on the floor.

Station 4 – The Workhouse: Students will be given pictures of objects made in the mission and they will draw them on paper.

Station 5 – The Chapel: Students will sit quietly with their hands folded and listen to Gregorian Chants.  Below is a suggested CD

The Mystery of Santo Domingo De Silos: Gregorian Chants from 

Spain. [Audio-CD] 1994, Anonymous, Gregorian Chants, Spain.
9. After the students have experienced each station and have returned from the mission, have them sit in partners, discuss their experience using their “Mission Life” Completion Card and then have them process the activity by completing the “San Jose-San Antonio Graphic Organizer.” 
